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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, VT 

SUBJECT: LOCAL GOSSIP REGARDING FLORENCES CARDINAL 
BF.NET 1 ,1 

REF: FLORENCE 0162 

1 . IN DISCUSSING CARDINAL BE.NET .1.1 SPEECH REPORTED REFTEL 
WITH SOME OF OUR CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC CONTACTS, THEY 
VOLUNTEERED OPINION THAT MANY CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS AND 
CHURCH OFFICIALS BELIEVE THAT BENELLI WAS SENT TO 
FLORENCE IN ORDER TO REDUCE THE POSSIBILITY OF HIS 
ELECTION AS POPE RATHER THAN TO ENHANCE THIS 
POSSIBILITY. THEIR "RATIONALE’' IS THAT BENELLI, S VIGOROUS 
ACTIVITY AS A VATICAN ADMINISTRATOR ANTAGONIZED MUCH OF 
VATICAN OFFICIALDOM AND THAT THE ASSIGNMENT OF THIS ACTIVE 
AND ARTICULATE ANTI-MARXIST TO AN AREA SUCH AS TUSCANY 
MIGHT RESULT IN GETTING HIS FINGERS SO BADLY BURNED 
POLITICALLY THAT HIS PRESTIGE WOULD BE SUFFICIENTLY 
LOWERED TO TAKE HIM OUT OF THE PAPAL RACE. 

2. AS REGARDS THE SPEECH ITSELF THE SAME CONTACTS FELT 
THAT IT WAS STRONGER THAN WAS NECESSARY AND WE COULD 
NOT FIND ANY OF THEM WHO APPRECIATED BENELLI, S ALMOST 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 FLOREN 00163 1 5 1 649Z 

EQUALLY STRONG CRITICISM OF CATHOLICS. 
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